Kidz@Play, Inc.

Discipline Policy

Discipline is the on-going process of helping children to develop their controls so that they can manage their own behavior in socially approved/acceptable ways.  Discipline in not viewed as punitive, but rather instructive.  The first role of the staff is to ensure safety.  Prevention is the key to success. Staff will take care to keep children involved in appropriate activities, and to emphasize respect and care for others.  Staff will use developmentally appropriate techniques suitable to the child’s age and circumstance.  These techniques include:

1. Avoid problems by offering an organized, stimulating program.

2. Reinforcement for positive behavior.

3. Modeling appropriate behavior.

4. Redirection to a more acceptable behavior.

5. Setting clear limits.

6. Offering choices.

7. Ignoring negative behavior (when appropriate).

8. Acknowledging good behavior.

9. Time-out or removal of child from the area, for short periods of time.  (One minute per age of child.) *For children over age 2 only.

Discipline will be implemented by staff with the following procedures:

1. If a child is misbehaving and not endangering anyone, the staff member will discuss the behavior with the child and use one of the following methods: 

a) Redirection to a more appropriate activity OR.

b) 1,2,3, time-out.  Three verbal warnings or a count to 3, before time-out is given.  Time-out will be 1 minute for every year that the child is old.  Time-out will not be used for any child younger than 24 months old.  OR.

c) Positive reinforcement or praise for correcting behavior or using appropriate behavior. OR.

d) If age appropriate, staff will help children in conflict figure out a resolution.

2. If a child is endangering another person, depending the severity of the situation the misbehaving child will:

a) Help problem solve as to how to make the hurt child feel better (ice, Band-Aid, etc.)  OR.

b) Be put directly in time-out.  

c) Misbehaving child’s parent will receive an incident report stating what behavior child displayed and what was done about it.  If a child is hurt, the hurt child’s parent will receive an accident report.  Under no circumstances will the name of either child be revealed by staff members.

d) If a child gets three written incidence reports for the same behavior, the child will be discharged from the center for one week.  If child comes back to center and has two more incident reports for the same behavior, child’s enrollment will be permanently terminated.

The discipline methods are restricted as follows and apply to all employees of Kidz@Play.  Staff shall NOT:

1. Abuse or neglect children;

2. Utilize cruel, harsh, unusual, or extreme techniques;

3. Utilize any form of corporal punishment;

4. Delegate children to manage or discipline other children;

5. Use physical restraints on a child;

6. Restrain a child by any means other than holding children for a short period of time, such as in a protective hug, so that the children may regain control;

7. Place children in a locked room or confine children in any enclosed area;

8. Confine children to equipment such as cribs or high chairs;

9. Humiliate, threaten or frighten children;

10. Subject children to profane language or verbal abuse;

11. Make derogatory or sarcastic remarks about children or their families;

12. Punish children for failure to eat or sleep or for toileting accidents;

13. Withhold any food (including snacks and treats), rest or toilet use;

14. Punish an entire group of children due to the unacceptable behavior of one or a few.

15. Isolate and restrict children from all activities for an extended period of time.

How the Parents will be Involved in the Guidance Process:

· A director or lead teacher will verbally notify the child’s parent if a pattern of unacceptable behavior is noted.

· As needed, the teacher will discuss with the parent(s) the child’s behavior.  If an unacceptable behavior is uncharacteristic of the child, a behavior report will be completed, signed by the parent and a copy will be retained in the child’s file.

· The director may request a formal conference with the parent(s).

· If deemed necessary, the parent may be asked to pick up the child from the center and/or remove the child for the next business day.

How Children will be Involved in the Process:

· Children will be aware of the classroom guidelines.  They will be reminded of the guidelines throughout the day.

· Older children will be involved in creating class rules.

· Both preschool and school age children will have reasonable opportunity to resolve their own conflicts.

Discharge

Any child who, after attempts have been made to meet the child’s individual needs, demonstrates the inability to benefit from the type of program offered by the facility, or whose presence is detrimental to the group, shall be discharged from the facility.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

I have read and understand the Discipline Policy.

_____________________________________________ 


___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature






Date

